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CBSE officials transferred,
panel to probe OSM tender

Centre replaces CBSE Chairman, Secretary, appoints one-person body to investigate procurement
of services for OSM portal; transfers ‘cover up' to spare political leadership, sayv Opposition leaders

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ith the Central

Board of Secon-

dary Education
(CBSE) facing flak for its
controversial new on-
screen marking (OSM) sys-
tem, the Centre on Tues-
day replaced the Board's
Chairman and Secretary.

It also set up a one-
member committee to in-
quire into the Board's pro-
curement of services for
the marking process. The
committee, chaired by S.
Radha Chauhan, chairper-
son of the Capacity Build-
ing Commission, has been
asked to submit its report
within a month. As per the
Cabinet Appointments
Committee, senior IAS of-
ficer Lokhande Prashant
Sitaram will be the new
CBSE Chairperson, replac-

Youth Congress members pratest seeking the resignation of the

Union Education Minister in Mumbai on Tuesday. EMMANUAL YOGINI

ing Rahul Singh, who has
been moved to the Agricul-
ture  Ministry.  Varun
Bhardwaj, a Director in the
Education Ministry, will
take over as CBSE Secre-
tary, replacing Himanshu
Gupta, who has been pre-
maturely repatriated to his
parent cadre in the Home
Ministry.

Calling the transfers "a

cover up”, the Congress
said the move was an at-
tempt to fix accountability
on bureaucrats rather than
the political leadership,
and reiterated its demand
that Union Education Mi-
nister Dharmendra Prad-
han resign or be sacked.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

Re-evaluation
portal open;
glitches reported

NEW DELHI

After the CBSE opened Its
portal for submitting
re-evaluation reguests on
Tuesday following a delay of a
day, multiple Class 12 students
reported technical errors and
discrepances. » PAGE 13

Teen briefs House
panel on issues in
CBSE OSM tender

NEW DELHI

Sarthak Sidhant, a 17-year-old
student, on Tuesday presented
his findings on alleged
anomabes in the OSM tender
process before a Parliarmentary
Standing Committee. » PAGE 13



The ‘harvest’ China wants is one India cannot afford

hen Luo Zhaohui, then China's
Ambassador to India, revived the
idea of an “early harvest” in
India-China boundary
negotiations in 2017, India responded with
scepticism. The proposal - to settle the Sikkim
boundary in isolation from the three other
sectors — was an asymmetric concession dressed
up in the language of progress. India has resisted
it. There is now a gnawing doubt as to whether it

can hold that position. The trigger for this piece is

a former border negotiator's concern that India
might “stumble” into a damaging course of action
under Chinese pressure and driven by the
temptation to project contrived progress.
Diplomacy that trades long-term strategic
interests for short-term optics is self-defeating.

New Delhi must be cautious

The readout issued by the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) on the 24th round of the Special
Representatives’ Dialogue on the Boundary
Question between India and China (on August 19,
2025) between National Security Adviser Ajit
Doval and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
recorded [ndia’s agreement to "set up an Expert
Group ... to explore an early harvest in boundary
delimitation in the India<China border areas™.
China's own readout was more pointed: it used
the term “demarcation” rather than
"delimitation” and spoke of “launching boundary
demarcation negotiations in sectors where
conditions are ripe.”

The MEA press release on the 35th Meeting of
the Working Mechanism for Consultation and
Coordination on India-China Border Affairs, held
in Beijing on May 27, 2026, mentions that the two
sides “discussed issues pertaining to delimitation,
border management, mechanism building and
cross-border cooperation” and “agreed to work
together to make substantive preparation” for the
pext SRs' meeting. The reference to ‘delimitation’
is significant as it suggests follow-up discussions
on the understanding “to explore Early Harvest
in boundary delimitation”.

The cornerstone of Special Representative
negotiations is the Agreement on Political
Parameters and Guiding Principles, signed on
April 11, 2005. Article 11] explicitly envisages "a
package settlement” covering all sectors of the
India-China boundary. It establishes a three-step
process: first political parameters, then a

1 for a final settlement, then delineation
and demarcation. Demarcation — placing physical
markers on the ground — comes last, not hrst.
China’s propesal to begin demarcation in a single
“ripe” sector inverts this sequence and, in effect,
asks India to abandon the package architecture in
exchange for the appearance of progress. India
should decline.

Why does the package settlement matter so
much? Because the four sectors of the
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Diplomatic
opics must not
dictate India’s
boundary
negotiations
with China

India-China boundary are strategically
interlinked, requiring give and take across
sectors. It also guards against China extracting
concessions sector by sector. An early harvest in
Sikkim, where India holds comparative
geographical advantage, would let Beijing bank a
settlerment on its preferred terms while leaving
the other three sectors unresolved.

The Sikkim stakes

The Sikkim Sector boundary is not, as sometimes
claimed, a simple matter. Clashes at Nathu La and
Cho La in 1967, with heavy casualties, showed
how sharp these differences are. Article 1 of the
1890 Great Britain-China Convention identifies
“Mount Gipmaochi on the Bhutan frontier” as the
starting point of the Sikkim-Tibet boundary, but it
is preceded by an assertion that the boundary
"shall be the crest of the mountain range
separating the waters flowing into the Sikkim
Teesta and its affluents from the waters flowing
into the Tibetan Mochu”. China reads the article
as placing the trijunction at Gi i India and
Bhutan hold that the trijunction lies at Batang La,
some 6.5 kilometres to the north, on the
watershed — which is the operative geographical
principle in Article 1.

Zompelri (or Jampheri) Ridge adjoining
Geymochen commands a direct view of the
Siliguri Corridor, the narrow strip connecting
mainland India to its northeastern States. Any
settlemnent implicitly endorsing the Gipmochi
trijunction would hand China a legal instrument
to press its claim to the very edge of the
Hirnalayas, exposing the Corridor. The Chinese
objective is to deepen and widen its Chumbi
Valley and increase pressure on India’s most
acute territorial valnerability.

The Doklam dimension reinforces this
concern. Since 2017, China has systematically
consolidated its position in western Bhutan —
building roads and military facilities, constructing
villages including Pangda on the Amo Chu river,
and developing routes to the i Ridge that
bypass the 2017 Doklam standoff site. A Sikkim
settlernent would immediately be leveraged by
Beijing to step up pressure on a vulnerable
Bhutan to settle its boundary with China. India
and China have agreed that trijunction points
must be finalised in trilateral consultation with all
countries concerned. Even if the trijunction point
is left out, China could force Bhutan ro settle the
rest of the disputed boundary on its own terms
and present India with a fait accompli in Doklam.

since the Eastern Ladakh transgressions of
202¢), China has pursued multiple pressure tracks
simultaneously: military consolidation along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC), steady resurrection
of the “Zangnan" (South Tibet) narrative to
describe Arunachal Pradesh, renaming of places
in Arunachal Pradesh, and expansion of "border
defence villages™ close to India-China LAC.

The resumption of Special Representative talks
is welcome, but dialogue must be conducted with
strategic clarity, not under dipiomatic pressure or
for the optics of progress. Three principles
should guide India’s approach.

First, hold the 2005 Agreement’s framework
firm. The Expert Group agreed upon in August
2025 must not become a vehicle for an early
harvest in Sikkim. Agreeing to " "isnota
commitment to accept. India should reject a
standalone Sikkim delimitation or demarcation
exercise.

Second, make peace and tranquillity on the
LAC the non-negotiable condition of progress.
China has periodically attempted to delink border
management from the broader relationship; India
has resisted this, and should continue to do so.
Unilateral alterations to the LAC cannot be
normalised. Indeed, the so-called “buffer zones”
in Eastern Ladakh must not be allowed to persist.

Third, press for genuine political engagement
on a comprehensive settiement. Decades of talks
have shown that the respective narratives cannot
be reconciled through legal arguments. The 2005
Agreement recognised this: it called for a political
settlement that woold “safeguard the vital
interests of both countries” and set out principles
such as the two sides “safeguard(ing) due
interests of their settled populations in the border
areas”. Any breakthrough requires political wilt
on both sides. India should press for meaningful
boundary negotiations, not paper over the lack of
progress with working groups. The test of China's
seriousness will be whether it is prepared to
engage on the framework for a comprehensive
settlenent — and whether it is prepared to hold
the LAC stable while that engagement proceeds.
Absent those conditions, the Special
Representative process risks becomning what it
has sometimes been before: a forum for
managing appearances while China improves its
position on the ground.

the course
In boundary taiks, China has a track-record of
commitments, as it did in the case of an explicit
agreement to arrive at a common understanding
of the LAC after exchanging maps showing the
entire alignment. India must prevent the
Agreement On the Political Parameters and
Guiding Principles for the Settlement of the
Indiz-China Boundary Question from meeting a
similar fate. If peace and tranguillity on the LAC
is the foundation for rebuilding India-China
relations, the 2005 Agreement is the road map
for resolving the boundary question. India has
nothing to gain from an early harvest limited to
Sikkim and must maintain its negotiating space
through a comprehensive negotiation. India
cannot afford a shorteut to a destination that suits
China.



The future of India’s chip industry

A new NITI Aayog repoirt says Indias semiconductor ecosystem is not vet equipped to fully meet domestic demand, while stressing the need to strengthen local
manufacturing, as geopolitical pressures could potentially disrupt the electronics supply chain

EXPLAINER

Aroon Deep

ITl Aayog's Frontier Tech Hub

released a report last week that

had rwo main messages: first,

that India faces steep challenges
in developing world-class semiconductor
manufacturing capabilities, and second,
that national interest necessitated
pursuing this field doggedly regardless of
those difficulties.

The Union government has made
chipmaking a priority, since
semiconductors are a part of nearly all
electronics, from consumer gadgets to
defence gear. Yet, India does not have a
single fabrication unit, with the first
expected to open in Dholera, Gujarat by
2028, with a total of ten in various stages
of development. Multiple semiconductor
packaping and testing facilities have been
penerously subsidised and by
the Union government {as well as some
State governments), through initiatives
like the India Semiconductor Mission
(ISM).

The 15M is a T76,000 crore corpus, and
it is almost fully earmarked o projects
across semiconductor fabs, incentives for
component manufacturing, and bulk
subscriptions to industry-grade
semiconductor design applications for
students and academia. While the most
cutting edge and ambitious projects —
fabs — have received capital subsidies of
upwards of 50%, other projects have
received production- or output-linked
incentives,

The report, titted ‘Future of India’s
Semiconductor Industry’, reiterates that
these are yet early days for the
semiconductor industry, since even chips
used in domestic electronics assembly
operations are largely sourced from
outside the country. “India’s local
ecosystem is not ready to fully meet
domestic demand for semiconductors,”
the report said. But it insisted that there

GETTY INAGES

was still a need to manufacture locally, as
peopolitical pressures like a disaster in
Tanwan could massively disrupt the
electronics supply chain. “As many
semiconductor parts used in defence
systems are produced outside India,
deploying them in our aerospace and
defence programmes i increasing threats
to national security,” the report adds.

The sector “requires sustained,
mission-mode commitment over a decade
or more,” the report said,

Fab gestation

The report points to several challenges in
this indigenisation process, not least of
which is the time involved. “Typically, fab
units require four to five years before
commencing production,” the report
points out. "During the gestation phase,
these units need to invest in purchasing
more than 50 specialised equipment from
global players. Even after the production
is over, processes like yield optimisation
and reliability test take several quarters

before chips reach the market.”
Developing talent to work in these fabs is
also, as a result, time consuming, the
FepOrt says.

The report urges the government to
work on “building sovereign design and
research capabilities, R&D excellence and
hammessing agentic Al for semiconductor
engineering,” since “building deep
capabilities” in materials sciences and
silicon designing will “move India from a
services-led design base to a creator of
differentiated IP, architectures and
integration technologies that define next
generation systems.”

Capital investment

While the details on the second phase of
the India Semiconductor Mission are yet
to be revealed, the report pegs the
necessary capital expenditure from the
state at $45-60 billion over a period of ten
years. This amount should, however, be
spent on projects where the risk is less
and "bankability” can assure returns to

investors, the report warns. This
transkates to a shift away from directing
public funds towards frontier chips,
whose transistors are the smallest - 307 W
nanometres — and towards “mature, The Union government has
advanced-aligned with strategic made ,,m,f:*MW
relevance—as well as compound nodes,” manufactunng a prioaty, but
the report says. India does not yet have a

The report is key in understanding the  fabrication unit. A recent regort

potential scope of ISM 2.0, since its By NITI Asyog's Frantier Tech

THE GIST

ambition is defined and largely stays out Hub underwcores the need to

of big-ticket frontier fab projects. It bolster local manufacturing,

advocates, for instance, “selective depth, 2

capital efhiciency and system-level

differentiation, rather than attempting to The report urges the

replicate the full global manufacturing government 1o work on

spectrum.” “building sovereign design and
For instance, packaging, which is research capabiities, RLD

among the last steps of a chipmaking entellence and harmessing

agentic Al for semiconductor

process, and less expensive and complex orissirie)

than fabrication, is identified as a “core
production pillar, not a downstream
activity” in the report. The report calls for
“|rjapid import substitution in high
volume domestic segments”.

Trusted partners

The report implies that China is an
adversary in chipmaking in spite of the
recent thaw in relations. In a list of
“priarity partners,” the report highlights
the US.,, Japan, the European Union, and
South Korea as partners with whom to
work to get "access to critical tools,
equipment servicing and fecycle
support.” and to take advantage of
“India’s market scale, talent base and
packaging capacity.”

“With sustained commitment and
strategic clarity, India can build a
competitive semiconductor ecosystem
that strengthens economic resilience and

positions the nation as a key player in the
Futuw of advanced technology,” the
report concludes. IT Secretary 5.
Krishnan welcomed the report as a
“structured, actionable framework,” and
said in a foreword that, “India is well
positioned to convert its semiconductor
ambition into enduring industrial and
strategic reality”.



